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Kitap Hakkinda

Tevhid Ehli Askerler icin Cihad ve Dine Dair Ogiitler
(Osmanli Son Donem Alay Miiftiisii Hafiz izzet Efendi’nin
Cihada Dair Kaleme Aldig1 Osmanlica Risalesi)

Osmanli Devleti’nin son donemleri, siyasal, askeri ve toplumsal bakim-
dan derin krizlerin yasandigi, devlet yapisinin ve kurumlarinin ciddi
sinamalarla kars1 karsiya kaldig1 bir siireci ifade eder. Ozellikle Balkan
Savaslar ile birlikte yasanan toprak kayiplar: ve askeri basarisizliklar,
Osmanli yonetimini yalnizca stratejik ve idari diizlemde degil, ayn za-
manda toplumun manevi yapisi iizerinde de etkili olacak yeni arayis-
lara yoneltmistir. Bu siirecte degisim ve doniisiimiin en yogun bicimde
hissedildigi alanlardan biri Osmanli ordusu olmus; askeri teskilat hem

yapisal hem de zihinsel olarak yeniden diizenlenmeye calisilmistir.

Her ne kadar Osmanli ordusu tarihsel siirec icerisinde cesitli reformlara
tébi tutulmus olsa da, askeri yapinin dini ve manevi karakteri siirekli-
lik arz etmistir. Bu cercevede, ordunun manevi motivasyonunu canl
tutmak, askerlerin dini egitimini saglamak ve savas kosullarinda moral
destegi sunmak amaciyla farkli dénemlerde cesitli din gorevlileri askeri
teskilat biinyesinde yer almistir. Yenigeri Ocagi’nin ilgasindan sonra ku-
rulan Asékir-i Manstire-i Muhammediye teskilatinda ortaya cikan alay
miiftiiliigli bu kurumsal siirekliligin 6nemli 6rneklerinden biridir. Alay
miiftiileri, askeri hiyerarsi icinde belirli bir statiiye sahip olup, 6zellikle
vaaz, irsad ve dini rehberlik gorevlerini yerine getirmislerdir.

Birinci Diinya Savasi 6ncesinde, Balkan Savaglari’nin yarattig1 travma-
tik ortamda gorev yapan alay miiftiilerinden biri olan Hafiz izzet Efendi
tarafindan kaleme alinan cihada dair risale, Osmanli askeri diisiincesi
ve manevi seferberlik anlayisini yansitan dikkat ¢ekici bir metin niteli-
gindedir. S6z konusu risale, askerlere cihad kavramini Kur’an ayetleri,
hadisler ve yer yer menkibeler esliginde aktarmay1 amaclamakta; ayni
zamanda Balkanlar’da yasanan gelismeler iizerinden donemin tehdit
algisin1 ve muhtemel tehlikeleri gozler ontine sermektedir. Miiellifin,
mevcut durumla gecmiste yasanan felaketler arasinda kurdugu karsilas-
tirmalar, metnin uyarici ve mobilize edici yoniinii giiclendirmektedir.
Bu calisma, Osmanli Devleti'nin son doneminde dini-hukuki yapinin
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askerd teskilatla kesistigi 6zgiin bir kurumsal alani ele alarak, alay miif-
tliliigii kurumunu tarihi, kurumsal ve metinsel boyutlariyla incelemeyi
amaclamaktadir. Bu ¢ercevede 6nce Osmanli Devleti’nin son donemine
genel bir bakis sunulmakta; ardindan miiftiiliik kavrami sozliik ve terim
anlamlariyla ele alinarak Osmanlr’da miiftiiliik makaminin tarihi geli-
simi ve miiftiilerin resmi-gayri resmi fonksiyonlar: ortaya konulmakta-
dir. Bu genel zemin {izerinde askeri yapi icerisindeki alay miiftiiliigii
kurumu 6zel olarak degerlendirilmekte; Alay Miiftiisii Hac1 Hafiz izzet
Bey’in sahsiyeti, gorev alan1 ve giimiis madalya ile taltifine dair arsiv
vesikalar1 1s1§1inda kurumsal rolii somutlastirilmaktadir. Cihada dair ka-
leme alinmis olan risale, ilmi nesir ilkeleri cercevesinde hazirlanarak
tam metin ve transkripsiyonlu bir edisyon halinde okuyucuya sunul-
mustur. Metinde yer alan ve cagdas okuyucu acisindan izaha muhtac
goriilen kavram ve ifadeler dipnotlarda acitklanmis; bu suretle metnin
hem tarihsel arka planinin hem de ilmi iceriginin saglikli bicimde anla-
silmasi hedeflenmistir. Ayrica risalenin aslinda basliklandirilmamis bir
metin olmas: sebebiyle, okuyucunun metin icerisindeki konulara daha
kolay erisebilmesini teminen tarafimizca uygun goriilen yerlerde baslik-
landirma yapilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Fikih; Osmanli; Alay Miiftiisii; Izzet Bey; Cihad
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About the Book

Mawa‘iz al-Jihad wa’l-Din li-Asakir al-Muwahhidin
(The Treatise on Jihad Composed by Hafiz izzet Efendi,
an Ottoman Late-Period Regimental Mufti)

The final periods of the Ottoman Empire refer to a phase marked by
profound political, military, and social crises, during which the struc-
ture of the state and its institutions faced serious challenges. In particu-
lar, the territorial losses and military failures associated with the Balkan
Wars led the Ottoman administration to seek new approaches not only
at the strategic and administrative levels, but also in areas that would
affect the moral structure of society. During this period, the Ottoman
army was one of the fields in which change and transformation were
felt most intensely, as the military organization underwent attempts at
both structural and intellectual reorganization.

Although the Ottoman army was subjected to various reforms through-
out its historical development, the religious and moral character of the
military structure maintained its continuity. In this context, religious
officials assumed positions within the military organization in differ-
ent periods with the aim of sustaining soldiers’ moral motivation, pro-
viding religious education, and offering moral support under wartime
conditions. The institution of the regimental mufti (alay miiftiisii: reli-
gious jurist appointed to a military regiment), which emerged within
the Asékir-i Mansiire-i Muhammediye (the Ottoman regular army es-
tablished after the abolition of the Janissary Corps), constitutes an im-
portant example of this institutional continuity. Regimental muftis held
a defined status within the military hierarchy and primarily performed
duties related to preaching, guidance, and religious counseling.

The treatise on jihad authored by Hafiz izzet Efendi (Ottoman regimen-
tal mufti), one of the regimental muftis who served in the traumatic at-
mosphere created by the Balkan Wars prior to the First World War, rep-
resents a noteworthy text reflecting Ottoman military thought and the
understanding of moral mobilization during that period. This treatise
aims to convey the concept of jihad to soldiers through Qur’anic verses
and Prophetic traditions, occasionally supported by hagiographical nar-
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ratives, while also revealing the threat perceptions and potential dan-
gers of the time through developments in the Balkans. The comparisons
drawn by the author between the contemporary situation and past dis-
asters strengthen the admonitory and mobilizing character of the text.
This study aims to examine a distinctive institutional sphere in which
the religious-legal structure intersected with the military organization
in the late Ottoman period, by analyzing the institution of the regimen-
tal mufti (alay miiftiiliigii: the office of religious authority within the
military) from historical, institutional, and textual perspectives. Within
this framework, it first presents a general overview of the late Ottoman
period; it then addresses the concept of the muftiship in its lexical and
technical meanings, traces the historical development of the office of
the mufti in the Ottoman Empire, and outlines the official and unofficial
functions of muftis. The treatise composed on the subject of jihad has
been prepared in accordance with scholarly editorial principles and is
presented to the reader as a complete, fully transcribed edition. Con-
cepts and expressions within the text that may require clarification for
the contemporary reader have been explained in the footnotes. In this
way, a clearer and more accurate understanding of both the historical
background and the scholarly content of the work is intended.

Since the original treatise did not contain section headings, editorial
headings have been introduced where deemed appropriate in order to
facilitate easier access to the material and enhance the reader’s naviga-
tion of the text.

Keywords: Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence); Ottoman Empire; Regimental
Mulfti (religious jurist assigned to a military unit); Hac1 Hafiz izzet Bey;
Jihad
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“Siz, insanlar icin ortaya ¢ikarilmis en hayirli iimmetsiniz.
Iyiligi emredersiniz, kotiiliikten alikoyarsiniz ve
Allah’a inanirsiniz.” (Ali imran; 110)

Hafiz izzet Efendi:

“Bulundugumuz su hél-i esef-i ictimainin hepsi
icin bir sebep oldugu gibi, her maraz icin de bir
deva olacagini inkdr edemeyiz. Sebep malim...
Hiilasast: '¢335 (s 122251 G 230 1,315 Emr-i celiline
mubhalefetten ibaret... Biz seriatsiz Miisliiman ol-
mak istiyoruz. Seriatsiz Miisliiman olmanin en eh-
ven akibeti iste boyle biiyiik rezalettir.2... Baz1 zdhir
ve seriata muhalif, sarih kabahatlerimiz var. Akil ve
insafa mugayir, pek kotii ahlakimiz var: korkaklik,
yalan sOylemek, tembellik, itaatsizlik ve namaz ki-
lamamak. Bunlar &deta bize tabiat olmus... ”®

1 Enfal, 8/60.
2 Hafiz izzet Efendi, Mevd‘izii’l-Cihdd ve’d-Din, 35,53.
3 Hafiz izzet Efendi, Mevdizii’l-Cihdd ve’d-Din, 24.
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