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Kitap Hakkinda

Medreseden Mektebe
Tevhid-i Tedrisat Oncesi Din Egitimi Tartismalar1

Egitim, hedeflenen insan tipinin yetistirilmesinde siiphesiz en giiclii
arac olup insanlik tarihi boyunca dinlerin, devletlerin, medeniyetlerin
ve diisiince akimlarinin oncelik verdigi temel alanlardan biri olagel-
mistir. Islam dini de ortaya cikisindan itibaren egitime 6zel bir 6nem
atfetmis; bu cercevede tarihsel siire¢ icerisinde cesitli egitim kurumlari
tesekkiil etmistir. Bu kurumlarin en miiessir ve kalic1 6rneklerinden biri
medreselerdir. XI. yiizy1lda kurulan Nizamiye Medreseleri ile kurumsal
bir yapiya kavusan medrese sistemi, Osmanl klasik doneminde egitim
teskilatinin omurgasini olusturmus ve ilmi hayatin merkezinde yer al-
mistir.

Bu calisma, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin egitim tarihindeki en kokli do-
niisiimlerden biri olan 3 Mart 1924 tarihli Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu
arefesinde, medrese ve mektep ekseninde yiiriitiilen din egitimi tartis-
malarini ele almaktadir. Arastirmanin temel amaci, Osmanli’nin son
doneminden Cumbhuriyet’in ilk yillarina miras kalan egitimdeki ikili
yapimn yarattig1 fikri ve sosyal catismalari; meclis tutanaklar: ve do-
nemin siireli yayinlar iizerinden analiz ederek bu siirecteki beklenti ve
onerileri ortaya koymaktir. Metodolojik olarak nitel arastirma yontem-
lerinden dokiiman analizinin kullanildig1 calismada, 23 Nisan 1920 ile
3 Mart 1924 tarihleri arasindaki TBMM Zabit Cerideleri ve aralarinda
Sebiliirresad, Dergdh, Mihrab gibi yayinlarin da bulundugu 22 farkh
stireli yayin taranarak icerik analiziyle tasnif edilmistir.

Calismanin bulgularina gore, Osmanli modernlesmesiyle birlikte acgilan
Bati tarzi mektepler ile geleneksel medreseler arasinda zamanla “diin-
ya mektebi” ve “ahiret mektebi” seklinde keskin bir ayrisma meydana
gelmis, bu durum toplumda birbirine yabanci iki farkli ziimrenin yetis-
mesine neden olmustur. Meclis goriismelerinde ve kamuoyunda, mek-
teplerde verilen din egitiminin miifredat, 6gretmen niteligi ve yontem
acisindan yetersiz oldugu, 6grencilerin milli ve dini degerlerden kopuk
yetistigi yoniinde ciddi elestiriler getirilmistir. Diger taraftan asirlardir

egitimin temel tas1 olan medreselerin ise zamanin ihtiyaclarina cevap
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veremedigi, liyakat sisteminin bozuldugu ve bilimsel gelismelere kapali
kaldig: ifade edilmistir. Yeni idareden beklentiler, egitimin hem dini
hem de milli bir kimlige biiriindiiriilerek bu ikiligin ortadan kaldirilma-
s1 noktasinda yogunlagmaistir.

Arastirma sonucunda, egitimde birligin (Tevhid-i Tedrisat) saglanma-
st fikrinin sadece siyasi bir tercih degil, toplumda derin bir karsiligi
olan pedagojik ve sosyal bir zorunluluk olarak goriildiigii saptanmuistir.
Kanunla birlikte medreseler kapatilmis, tiim egitim kurumlari Maarif
Vekaleti'ne baglanmis ve din hizmetlerini yiiriitmek {izere imam ve
Hatip Mektepleri ile bir ilahiyat Fakiiltesi acilmasi kararlastirilmistir.
Ancak ilerleyen siirecte bu kurumlarin da 6grenci azlig1 veya istihdam
sorunlar1 gibi gerekcelerle kapatilmas: ve din derslerinin miifredattan
kademeli olarak ¢ikarilmasi, din egitimi tarihinde yeni bir tartisma do-

nemini baslatmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Din Egitimi; Medrese; Mekteb; Tevhid-i Tedrisat;
Tartigmalar
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About the Book

From Madrasahs to Schools
Debates on Religious Education before the
Unification of Education Law

Education is undoubtedly the most powerful instrument in shaping the
desired type of individual, and throughout human history it has been
one of the fundamental domains to which religions, states, civilizations,
and intellectual movements have accorded priority. From its very emer-
gence, Islam likewise attached particular importance to education, and
within this framework various educational institutions took shape over
time. Among these, madrasas stand out as some of the most influen-
tial and enduring examples. Institutionalized with the establishment of
the Nizamiyya Madrasas in the eleventh century, the madrasa system
formed the backbone of the educational organization during the clas-
sical Ottoman period and occupied a central position in scholarly life.
This study examines the debates on religious education conducted along
the axis of madrasas and modern schools on the eve of the Law on the
Unification of Education (Tevhid-i Tedrisat) dated 3 March 1924, which
represents one of the most profound transformations in the history of
education in the Republic of Turkey. The primary aim of the research is
to analyze the intellectual and social conflicts generated by the dual ed-
ucational structure inherited from the late Ottoman period to the early
years of the Republic, by drawing on parliamentary records and period-
icals of the time, and thereby to reveal the expectations and proposals
articulated during this process. Methodologically, the study employs
document analysis as a qualitative research method. In this context,
the Grand National Assembly of Turkey’s parliamentary proceedings
(TBMM Zabit Cerideleri) between 23 April 1920 and 3 March 1924
were examined, together with twenty-two different periodicals -includ-
ing Sebiliirresad, Dergah, and Mihrab- which were then classified and
analyzed through content analysis.

The findings indicate that, with Ottoman modernization, a sharp di-
chotomy gradually emerged between Western-style modern schools
and traditional madrasas, often conceptualized as a division between
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“schools of this world” and “schools of the hereafter.” This dichoto-
my led to the formation of two distinct social groups that became in-
creasingly alienated from one another. In parliamentary debates and
public discourse, serious criticisms were directed at religious education
in modern schools, particularly regarding curriculum content, teach-
er qualifications, and pedagogical methods, with claims that students
were being educated detached from national and religious values. Con-
versely, madrasas -long regarded as the cornerstone of education- were
criticized for failing to respond to the needs of the age, for the dete-
rioration of merit-based systems, and for their resistance to scientific
developments. Expectations from the new administration thus centered
on eliminating this duality by endowing education with both a religious
and a national identity.

The study concludes that the idea of achieving unity in education (Te-
vhid-i Tedrisat) was perceived not merely as a political choice but as a
pedagogical and social necessity with deep resonance in society. With
the enactment of the law, madrasas were closed, all educational institu-
tions were placed under the authority of the Ministry of Education, and
the establishment of Imam-Hatip Schools and a Faculty of Theology was
envisaged to oversee religious education and services. However, the
subsequent closure of these institutions due to factors such as low stu-
dent enrollment or employment issues, along with the gradual removal
of religious courses from curricula, ushered in a new phase of debate in
the history of religious education.

Keywords: Religious Education; Madrasah; Modern Schools; Law on
the Unification of Education; Debates
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