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Kitap Hakkinda

Tunus’ta Tasavvufi Bir Direnis
Medeniyye (Alaviyye) Tarikat: ve Kurucusu
Muhammed el-Medeni’nin Tasavvufi Diisiincesi

Bu arastirma, Tunus’ta tasavvufun tarihsel ve toplumsal yonlerini ince-
leyerek Medeniyye (Alaviyye) tarikat1 ve kurucusu Muhammed el-Me-
deni’yi merkeze almaktadir. Tasavvufun, bireysel manevi terbiyenin
yan1 sira toplumsal yapiy1 doniistiiren bir kurum olarak islev gordiigi;
XIX. ve XX. yiizyillarda Fransiz somiirgeciligi karsisinda tarikatlarin
kimlik muhafazasi, dini egitim ve dayanisma gibi roller {istlendigi vur-
gulanmaktadir. Seyh Muhammed el-Medeni’nin sahsiyetinde 6ne ¢ikan
ilim, irfan ve liderlik vasiflari, hem toplumun maneviyati hem de so6-
miirgeye kars: direnisi bakimindan dikkat cekicidir. Bu baglamda kur-
dugu Medeniyye (Alaviyye) tarikati, somiirge doneminde kimlik insas1
ve toplumsal direnise 6nemli katkilar saglamistir.

Tiirkiye’de bu alanda yapilan ilk kapsamli incelemelerden biri olan
arastirma, tasavvuf tarihine yeni bir boyut kazandirmayi; Medeniyye
tarikatin1 ve kurucusunu ilmi bir bakis acisiyla tanitmayi amacla-
maktadir. Béylece Tunus tasavvuf gelenegi, islam diinyasinin dini ve
kiiltiirel yapisi icinde 6zgiin bir 6rnek olarak ele alinmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tasavvuf; Tunus; Tarikatlar; Somiirge; Seyh Mu-
hammed el-Medeni; Medeniyye (Alaviyye)



About the Book

A Sufi Resistance in Tunisia
The Medeniyye (Alawiyye) Order and the Sufi Thought of Its
Founder Muhammad al-Madani
This research focuses on the historical and social aspects of Sufism in
Tunisia by centering on the Medeniyya (Alawiyye) order and its found-
er, Muhammad al-Madani. It emphasizes that Sufism functioned not
only as a path of individual spiritual training but also as an institution
that transformed social structures; and that in the nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries, against French colonialism, the orders undertook roles
such as the preservation of identity, religious education, and solidarity.
The qualities of knowledge, wisdom, and leadership, which stood out in
the personality of Shaykh Muhammad al-Madani, are noteworthy both
in terms of the spirituality of the society he belonged to and its stance
against colonialism. In this context, the Medeniyye (‘Alawiyye) order
he established made significant contributions to identity formation and
social resistance during the colonial period.
The research, in addition to historical data, also adopts a sociological
perspective by relating al-Madani’s understanding of Sufism to the clas-
sical literature; it reveals his holistic approach that combines individual
purification with social revival. Shaped within the framework of Ahl
al-Sunna, this order also gained noteworthy visibility through its activi-
ties in Tunisia as well as in France and Italy. Conducted with a qualita-
tive method, the study comprehensively evaluates both the intellectual
world of the figure and the social effects of the order, drawing upon
classical Sufi texts, modern literature, and al-Madani’s works.
As one of the first comprehensive studies undertaken in Turkiye in this
field, the research aims to add a new dimension to the history of Sufism
and to introduce the Medeniyye order and its founder from a scholarly
perspective. In this way, the Sufi tradition of Tunisia is presented as a
distinctive example within the religious and cultural structure of the
Islamic world.

Keywords: Sufism; Tunisia; Sufi Orders; Colonialism; Sheikh Muham-
mad al-Madani; Medeniyya (Alawiya)
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ON SOz

Tunus’un Fransiz somiirge yonetimi altinda kimligini muha-
faza etmeye calistig1 calkantili yillar, yalnizca siyasi ve toplum-
sal bir miicadeleye degil; ayn1 zamanda ilmi ve tasavvufl hayatin
yeniden insa cabalarina da sahne olmustur. Bu siirecte tarikat-
lar, bir yandan manevi irfanin tasiyicilar olarak dini hayatin
canliligini korumaya gayret etmis; diger yandan ise kimi zaman
somiirge karsit1 toplumsal direnisin onciileri olmus, kimi zaman
da farkli gerekcelerle somiirge yonetimiyle temkinli iligkiler
gelistirmistir. Bu durum, tarfkatlarin somiirge donemindeki ko-
numlarinin yeknesak degil; cok boyutlu, baglama ve sahsiyetlere
gore degisken bir karakter arz ettigini gostermektedir.

iste bu zeminde XX. asir Tunus tasavvuf tarihinin 6nde ge-
len siifi sahsiyetlerinden biri olarak Seyh Muhammed el-Medeni
one cikmaktadir. Onun ilmi birikimi, irsad faaliyetleri ve kur-
dugu Medeniyye (Alaviyye) tarikati, hem klasik Islami ilimlerle
modern donemin zorunluluklar1 arasinda koprii kurma cabasi
hem de toplumsal-siyasal meselelerle i¢ ice gecmis bir tasav-
vuf anlayisi sunmaktadir. Elinizdeki calisma, Seyh Muhammed
el-Medeni’'nin ilmi ve tasavvufl mirasim yasadig tarihi ve top-
lumsal baglam icinde ele almakta; onun tasavvuf anlayisini,
miirsid-miirid iliskisine verdigi anlami ve zahiri-batini dengeyi
esas alan yaklasimini ayrintili bicimde incelemektedir. Bununla
birlikte, Medeniyye tarikatinin Avrupa’ya uzanan yayilim siireci
ve modern donemde klasik tasavvuf anlayisini devam ettirme
cabalari, Islam’in kiiltiirel aktarim ve doniisiim dinamiklerini
anlamak acisindan degerli bir arastirma alani olarak 6n plana
cikmaktadir.

Bu eserin ortaya cikis siirecinde ilmi katkilari, yapici eles-
tirileri ve yonlendirmeleriyle kiymetli desteklerini esirgemeyen
Prof. Dr. Ferzende idiz, Doc. Dr. Rifat Akbas ve Aras. Gor. Dr.
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