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About the Book

Contemporary Christian Perceptions of Islam

This book provides an in-depth examination of contemporary Christian perceptions
of Islam, analyzing theological, cultural, and socio-political dimensions of interfaith
relations in the modern era. Drawing from a range of Christian theological writings,
media portrayals, and public discourse, it explores how Christianity, particularly in
Western contexts, has engaged with Islamic beliefs, practices, and global presence.
The study situates these perceptions within the broader historical trajectory of
Christian-Muslim relations, tracing developments from medieval polemics and
missionary encounters to contemporary dialogues and tensions. Special attention is
given to how factors such as religious pluralism, globalization, migration, and inter-
national conflicts have shaped Christian narratives about Islam. The work critically
examines both positive and negative portrayals, highlighting constructive efforts in
interfaith dialogue alongside persistent stereotypes and misunderstandings.
Through comparative theological analysis, it identifies key areas of convergence and
divergence between the two traditions, addressing topics such as the nature of God,
prophecy, revelation, and salvation. Employing perspectives from theology, religious
studies, and sociology, the book argues that contemporary Christian perceptions of
Islam are complex, multifaceted, and often contested. It further considers the impli-
cations of these perceptions for peacebuilding, social cohesion, and mutual under-
standing in increasingly diverse societies. By offering a balanced and scholarly ac-
count, this study aims to contribute to more informed and respectful Christian-
Muslim engagement in the 21st century.

Keywords: Christian-Muslim Relations; Interfaith Dialogue; Contemporary Chris-
tian Views of Islam; Religious Pluralism; Theology and Perception of Islam
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The first edition of this work was published by The Council for Research in
Values and Philosophy in 2002 in the USA. I am glad, grateful and releived
that my book is goin to be published again by Eskiyeni in Turkey. For this oc-
casion I would likte to thank Huseyin Nazliaydin of Eskiyeni for his keen in-
terest in the publication of this work.

While revising this study for the second edition I did not find it appropri-
ate to touch the main argument and assumption of this study by adding new
comments in the light of new developments concerning interreligious dia-
logue in general and Christian-Muslim dialogue in particular that occurred
from 1998 to our day. Instead, I have translated one of my articles, which was
published in Turkish on the occasion of the previous pope Pope Benedict XVI’
Regensburg speech in which he has expressed rather offensive statements
about the Prophet Muhammad and Islam by referring to the Byzantine Em-
pire Manuel Palaiologos II. I intend to demonstrate to our reader the present
position of interreligious dialogue in terms of official Christian establish-
ments.

Mahmut AYDIN
Samsun, February 2021



