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About the Book 
 

A Textual Analysis of the Concepts Laid Down in the First 
Verses of Qur’anic Revelation: Language and Meaning 

This study presents a detailed textual analysis of selected Islamic 
texts to explore their linguistic, thematic, and interpretative di-
mensions. Employing methodologies from discourse analysis, 
hermeneutics, and literary criticism, the research investigates how 
meaning is constructed, conveyed, and interpreted within Islamic 
scholarly traditions. Primary sources, including Qur’anic passages, 
Hadith literature, and classical exegesis (tafsir), are examined 
alongside modern commentaries to highlight continuities and di-
vergences in interpretive approaches. The work pays special atten-
tion to rhetorical devices, narrative structures, and semantic nu-
ances that shape the reader’s understanding. By comparing classi-
cal and contemporary readings, the study reveals how socio-
political contexts, theological commitments, and linguistic devel-
opments influence textual interpretation. Furthermore, it address-
es the interplay between oral and written traditions in preserving 
and transmitting Islamic knowledge, considering the implications 
for authenticity, authority, and adaptation. The research under-
scores the dynamic nature of textual engagement in Islam, show-
ing that texts are not static artifacts but living documents subject to 
continuous re-interpretation. Through a multi-layered analytical 
framework, the study contributes to broader debates in Islamic 
studies, linguistics, and religious hermeneutics. It also demon-
strates the value of integrating traditional scholarship with modern 
analytical tools to deepen understanding of Islamic texts. Ultimate-
ly, this work provides an academically rigorous yet accessible ap-
proach to the study of religious texts, offering insights relevant to 
scholars, students, and practitioners engaged in Islamic studies, 
comparative religion, and textual analysis. 
 
Keywords: Islamic Textual Analysis; Qur’anic Hermeneutics; Dis-
course Analysis in Islam; Classical and Contemporary Exegesis; 
Rhetorical Structures in Religious Texts 
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This book has been prepared based on the Ph.D. thesis which 
was succesfuly finished with the title: “A Textual Analysis of The 
Concepts Laid down in the First Verses of Qur’anic Revelation: 
Language and Meaning” at the Dept. of the Middle Eastern Lan-
guages and Cultures at The University of Texas at Austin in 2001. 

 The book will focus on an analysis of the first Qur’anic verses 
from the perspectives of language and meaning. Over time, as with 
any historical text, interpretations of verses in the Qur’an have var-
ied, sometimes radically, beginning with the word Iqra’, the very 
first word of what is generally believed to be the first verses re-
vealed to the Prophet Muhammad, that is, the first five verses of 
the 96th Surah in the Qur’an. This study will analyze changes in 
these initial verses, especially the words Iqra’ (read, recite, pro-
claim), Qalam (pen), and ʻAlaq [a clot (of concealed blood) or the 
early stage of the embryo]. The contested meanings of these verses 
are significant for their contribution to the construction of theories 
of Islamic knowledge and science. For this reason, an exploration 
of the factors -- linguistic, theological, social, political, and scien-
tific -- contributing to differing interpretations can help modern 
scholarship better understand the interpretation of the Qur’an as a 
response to existing pressures, especially that of the West and of 
science in modern times. 
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