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Yazar Hakkinda

Heinrich RICKERT

Heinrich Rickert (1863-1936), Alman felsefesinin énemli neo-Kantc1
temsilcilerinden biri olarak kabul edilen bir diisiiniirdiir. 25 Mayis
1863’te Danzig’de (bugiinkii Gdarisk, Polonya) dogdu. 19. yiizyilin
sonlar1 ve 20. yiizyilin baslarinda epistemoloji, metodoloji ve tarih fel-
sefesi alanlarinda yaptig1 calismalarla 6ne ¢ikmistir.

Rickert, akademik kariyerine Freiburg Universitesi'nde basladi ve bu-
rada Wilhelm Windelbandin 6grencisi oldu. Windelband’in etkisi al-
tinda Kant¢1 epistemolojiyi yeniden ele alarak bilimlerin metodolojisi-
ni inceledi.

1894 yilinda Freiburg Universitesi'nde felsefe profesorii olarak gorev
aldi. 1916’da ise Heidelberg Universitesi'ne profesér olarak atandi ve
buradaki akademik calismalarini1 1928 yilina kadar siirdiirdii. Bu do-
nemde, Neo-Kant¢1 diisiinceyi gelistirerek tarihsel ve kiiltiirel arastir-
malarda nesnelligin nasil saglanabilecegini tartisan eserler yazdi.
Rickert’in felsefesinin temel noktalarindan biri, bilimlerin dogas1 ve
yontemleri arasindaki ayrimi vurgulamasidir. Ona gore doga bilimleri
genel yasalar ve nedensellik iizerine kurulur. Fizik, kimya ve biyoloji
gibi bilimler dogrudan doga olaylarini inceler. Kiiltiir bilimleri; tarih,
sosyoloji, ekonomi ve sanat gibi insanin iirettigi degerleri ve anlamlari
merkeze alan bilimlerdir. Rickert, bilimlerin nesnelligini saglamak icin
degerlerin kacinilmaz bir rol oynadigin1 savunmustur. Tarih biliminin,
doga bilimlerinden farkli olarak evrensel yasalar yerine bireysel ve
ozel olaylara odaklanmasi gerektigini belirtmistir. Bu goriisii, 6zellikle
Max Weber gibi diisiiniirler iizerinde derin bir etki yaratmistir.
Weber’in deger-yargilari ve bilim arasindaki iliskiye dair goriisleri bii-
yiik Olciide Rickert’in etkisini tasir.

Rickert, 25 Temmuz 1936’da Heidelberg’de yasamim yitirdi. Oliimiin-
den sonra, 6zellikle tarih felsefesi ve bilim metodolojisi {izerine yaptig1
caligmalar felsefe, tarih ve sosyal bilimlerde biiyiik etki birakmistur.



About the Author

Heinrich RICKERT

Heinrich Rickert (1863-1936) was a philosopher regarded as one of
the key representatives of German Neo-Kantianism. He was born on
May 25, 1863, in Danzig (now Gdarisk, Poland). He became prominent
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries for his works in epistemol-
ogy, methodology, and the philosophy of history.

Rickert began his academic career at the University of Freiburg, where
he was a student of Wilhelm Windelband. Under Windelband’s influ-
ence, he reinterpreted Kantian epistemology and focused on the meth-
odology of the sciences.

In 1894, he was appointed as a professor of philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Freiburg. In 1916, he became a professor at the University of
Heidelberg, where he continued his academic work until 1928. During
this period, he developed Neo-Kantian thought, writing extensively on
how objectivity can be maintained in historical and cultural studies.
One of the central aspects of Rickert’s philosophy is his distinction be-
tween the nature and methods of the sciences. According to him, natu-
ral sciences (Naturwissenschaften) are based on general laws and cau-
sality. Disciplines such as physics, chemistry, and biology study natu-
ral phenomena directly. In contrast, cultural sciences (Geisteswissen-
schaften) focus on human-created values and meanings, including his-
tory, sociology, economics, and the arts.

Rickert argued that values (Werte) play an essential role in securing
objectivity in the sciences. He asserted that historical science should
focus on individual and unique events rather than universal laws, dis-
tinguishing it from the natural sciences. His perspective had a signifi-
cant impact on scholars such as Max Weber, whose ideas on the rela-
tionship between value judgments and science were heavily influenced
by Rickert.

Rickert passed away on July 25, 1936, in Heidelberg. After his death,
his contributions to the philosophy of history and scientific methodol-
ogy continued to shape discussions in philosophy, history, and the so-
cial sciences.
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Dr. Burcu GEDIKLI

1986 yilinda Alanya’da dogdu. Lisans egitimini Gazi Universitesi Zihin
Engelliler Ogretmenligi’nde tamamladi (2007). Daha sonra Ankara Yil-
dirim Beyazit Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Sosyoloji alaninda
yiiksek lisansini yapti (2016). Yiiksek lisans egitimine devam ederken
ozel egitim kurumlarinda 6gretmenlige devam etti. Aym zamanda Istan-
bul Universitesi AUZEF Sosyoloji béliimiinden ikinci lisans egitimini ta-
mamladi (2016). Ardindan Hacettepe Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Ensti-
tiisii Sosyoloji alanindan doktorasini aldi (2024). Doktora siirecinde Al-
manca dil egitimini tamamlamak icin Almanya Tiibingen’de bir yil sii-
reyle dil egitimi aldu.
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Kitap Hakkinda

Kiiltiir Bilimi ve Doga Bilimi

Heinrich Rickert’in Kiiltiir Bilimi ve Doga Bilimi adli eseri, bilimlerin me-
todolojik temellerini ve epistemolojik ayrimlarini ele alan bir basyapit-
tir. Rickert, bu eserde doga bilimleri ile kiiltiir bilimleri arasindaki farki
hem teorik hem de metodolojik diizeyde analiz eder. Doga bilimlerinin
genellestirici bir yaklasimi benimsedigini, dogadaki yasalar1 kesfetmek
icin olaylar1 siniflandirip tekrar eden diizenlilikler aradigini vurgular.
Buna karsilik, kiiltiir bilimleri bireysellestirici bir yontemle calisir ve ti-
kel olaylarin, tarihsel baglam icinde anlamlandirilmasimi amaclar.
Rickert’in temel argiimani, bilimlerin yalnizca fiziksel gerceklik yoluyla
degil, ayn1 zamanda degerler araciligiyla sekillendigi iizerine kuruludur.
Ona gore, Kkiiltiir bilimleri belirli degerlere dayanarak tarihsel olaylar1
secer ve bu degerler olmadan tarih bilimi miimkiin olamaz. Ornegin, bir
devrimi anlamli kilan, onun belirli bir toplumsal veya ahlaki degere at-
fedilmesidir. Bu baglamda Rickert, kiiltiir bilimlerini doga bilimlerinden
ayirirken, her iki alanin da kendi i¢inde tutarli metodolojilere sahip ol-
dugunu savunur. Eser ayrica pozitivizme yonelik kapsamli bir elestiri
icerir. Rickert, pozitivistlerin bilimleri yalmzca ampirik verilerle sinir-
landirmasinin, ozellikle kiiltlir bilimlerinin bireyselligini ve anlamim
gormezden geldigini ileri siirer. Pozitivist anlayisin aksine, kiiltiir bilim-
lerinin temelinde degerlerin oldugu fikrini 6n plana cikarir. Rickert’in
calismasi, bilim felsefesi, tarih yazimi ve kiiltiir teorilerine 6nemli bir
katki saglar. Kiiltiir Bilimi ve Doga Bilimi, sadece bilimlerin ayrimini ele
almakla kalmaz, ayni zamanda insanlik tarihinin temel sorularina dair
bir rehber sunar. Bu eser, felsefi diisiincede bilimsel metodoloji ve de-
gerler {izerine diisiinmek isteyenler icin vazgecilmez bir kaynaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kiiltiir Bilimleri, Doga Bilimleri, Deger Felsefesi,
Pozitivizm Elestirisi, Tarihsel Metodoloji, Bireysellestirici Yontem, Ge-
nellestirici Yontem, Bilimlerin Siniflandirilmasi, Deger; Anlam, Kavram
Olusturma.






About the Book

Cultural Science and Natural Science

Heinrich Rickert’s Culture Science and Natural Science is a seminal work
that explores the methodological foundations and epistemological dis-
tinctions between the sciences. Rickert analyzes the theoretical and
methodological differences between natural sciences and cultural sci-
ences. While natural sciences adopt a generalizing approach by identify-
ing laws and patterns in nature, cultural sciences focus on individualiz-
ing methods to interpret singular events within their historical context.
The core argument of Rickert’s work is that sciences are shaped not only
by physical reality but also by values. According to him, cultural sci-
ences rely on values to select and interpret historical events, and with-
out these values, history as a discipline would be impossible. For in-
stance, the significance of a revolution lies in its connection to specific
social or moral values. In this framework, Rickert distinguishes cultural
sciences from natural sciences while asserting that both fields possess
their own internally consistent methodologies. The book also provides a
thorough critique of positivism. Rickert challenges thinkers arguing that
limiting sciences to empirical data overlooks the individuality and
meaningfulness of cultural sciences. Unlike the positivist perspective,
Rickert emphasizes that cultural sciences are fundamentally grounded in
values, making them indispensable for understanding human history.
Rickert’s work contributes significantly to the philosophy of science, his-
toriography, and cultural theory. Culture Science and Natural Science not
only addresses the division between sciences but also serves as a guide
to fundamental questions about humanity’s intellectual and historical
endeavors. This text is an essential resource for those interested in
methodology and values in philosophical inquiry, offering profound in-
sights into the epistemological basis of scientific thought.

Keywords: Cultural Sciences, Natural Sciences, Philosophy of Values,
Critique of Positivism, Historical Methodology, Individualizing Method,
Generalizing Method, Classification of Sciences, Value; Meaning; Con-
cept Formation.
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