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Kitap Hakkinda

Kavramsal Putperestlik ve Felsefe
-Jean-Luc Marion Felsefesine Bir Giris-

Cagdas Fransiz felsefesinin en 6nemli temsilcilerinden biri olarak goriilen
Jean-Luc Marion, Bati metafiziginin geleneksel Tanr1 tasavvuruna yone-
lik sert elestiriler yapar. Ona gore metafizigin Tanri’y1 bir ilke, temel,
sebep ya da varlik olarak kavrayisi, insan diisiincesinin sinirlamalarina
tabi kilmaktadir. Marion, bu durumu "kavramsal putperestlik" olarak ad-
landirir ve Bati diisiincesindeki metafizik gelenegin, Tanr1’y1 bir "causa
sui" (kendi kendisinin nedeni) olarak ele alisin1 elestirir. Heidegger’in on-
to-teoloji elestirisinden yola cikarak Marion, metafizigin Tanr1’y1 bir var-
lik kategorisine indirgemesi ve insanin rasyonel yetileriyle tanimlamaya
calismasinin, onun askinhigini goz ardi ettigini belirtir. Bu epistemolojik
belirleme Tanr1’y1 sinirlandiran bir bakisin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olur.
Bu baglamda, Marion’un felsefi projesi, metafiziksel Tanr1 anlayisini asa-
rak, ilahi olani insan aklinin 6tesinde, askin bir fenomen olarak yeniden
diisiinmeyi amaclar.

Soz konusu anlayisin asilmasinin yolu olarak ise Marion, fenomenolojiyi
devre sokmak ister. Marion’un diisiincesinde fenomenoloji, metafizik si-
nirlar1 asmak icin kritik bir rol oynar. "Doygun fenomen" ve "verilmiglik"
gibi kavramlari, onun fenomenolojik yaklagiminin temel taslaridir. Doy-
gun fenomen, insan kavrayisini asan bir deneyim bicimini ifade ederken,
verilmislik, bu fenomenlerin kendilerini nasil sundugunu aciklayan bir
cerceve sunar. Marion, bu kavramlar araciligiyla, Tanri’'nin insan dene-
yimindeki agkin varligim1 anlamaya caligir. Ozellikle, Tanr1’y1 ikonik bir
bakis ile ele almak istemesi, onun diisiincesinin merkezindedir. Ikon,
Tanrr’'nin insana kendini a¢tig1, ancak insan kavrayisini asarak agkinligin
korudugu bir iligki bi¢cimini temsil eder. Bu yaklasim, hem metafizigin
geleneksel Tanr1 tasavvurunu hem de modern teolojinin sinirlamalarini
asmay1 hedefler.

Modern teoloji ve diisiincenin merkezinde de yer alan Tanri1 meselesi-
ne yonelik ise Marion, Descartes’ten hareket eder. Marion’un Descartes
elestirisi, modern metafizik geleneginin temel taslarindan birine yonelir.

Descartes, Tanr1’y1 rasyonel bir ilke olarak merkeze almis ve onu bilgi-
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nin temel kaynagi olarak tanimlamistir. Marion, Descartes’in Tanr1’y1 bir
"kendi kendisinin nedeni" olarak kavrayisinin, ilahi olani bir metafizik
sisteme indirgedigini ve onun askinligini zedeledigini savunur. Bu eles-
tiri, Marion’un Bat1 metafiziginin Tanr1 anlayisina yonelik genel elestiri-
sinin bir uzantisidir. Buna karsilik, Orta Cag diisiiniirlerinden Aquinas’in
Tanrt’y1 askin bir varlik olarak ele alisi, Marion tarafindan daha tutarl
ve Tanri’nin dogasina uygun bir yaklasim olarak goriiliir. Yine Marion,
geleneksel Bat1 diisiincesinin Tanr1 anlayisinin yikilmasindaki merkezi fi-
giir olarak gordiigii Nietzsche’yi ele alarak, onun “Tanr1 6ldii” soziine de
ayrica 6nem verir. Marion’a gore bu soz felsefede bir cok seyin yeniden
ele alinmasi icin 6nemli bir kalkis noktasidir. “Tanr1 6ldii” s6ziine 6nem
veren bir diger diisiiniir olan Heidegger’i de ele alan Marion icin, Heideg-
ger’in metafizige yonelik ileri stirdiigii su¢glamalar dogrudur. Fakat Heide-
gger, Tanr1 konusunda cifte bir putperestlik sergilemektedir. Ona gore bu
durum, Heidegger’in meseleyi tam olarak asamadiginin bir gostergesidir.
Marion’un felsefesi hem metafizik hem de teoloji alaninda yenilik¢i bir
perspektif sundugunu séyleyebiliriz. Onun metafizik elestirisi, Tanr1’nin
geleneksel kavramsal cercevelerin otesinde diisiiniilmesi gerektigini vur-
gular. Teolojik diizlemde ise Marion, Tanri’nin insan kavrayisinin 6tesinde
bir fenomen olarak ele alinmasinin, ilahi olanin askinligini koruyacagini
savunur. Bununla birlikte, Marion’un Tanr1’nin agkinligina yaptig1 vurgu,
bazi elestirmenler tarafindan, Tanr1’y1 insan deneyiminden kopardig1 icin
elestirilmistir. Ancak Marion, Tanr1’nin insan deneyiminde kendini actigy,
fakat hi¢cbir zaman tam anlamiyla kavranamayacak bir agkinlik tasidigi
fikrini savunarak bu elestirilere yanit verir.

Bu calismada, Marion’un Bat1 metafizigine yonelik elestirileri, fenomeno-
lojik yaklasimi ve teolojiyle iligkisi detayli bir sekilde ele alinmistir. Ma-
rion’un Tanr’’'nin insan diisiincesindeki yeri, askinligin1 yeniden diisiinme
cabasi ve metafizik elestirisi, cagdas felsefe ve teolojiye 6nemli katkilar
sunmaktadir. Onun yaklasimi, Bat1 metafiziginin sinirlarini sorgulamakla
kalmaz; ayn1 zamanda Tanr1’nin agkinligini koruyarak, insan deneyimine
yeni bir perspektif kazandirir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Varliksiz Tanri; Kavramsal putperestlik; Vahiy Feno-

meni; Tanrinin Oliimii; Metafizik



About the Book

Conceptual Idolatry and Philosophy
-An Introduction to the Philosophy of Jean-Luc Marion-

Jean-Luc Marion, regarded as one of the most important representatives
of contemporary French philosophy, sharply criticises the traditional con-
ception of God in Western metaphysics. According to him, the metaphysi-
cal conception of God as a principle, foundation, cause or being or reason
subordinates God to the limitations of human thought. Marion calls this
‘conceptual idolatry’ and criticises the metaphysical tradition in Western
thought, which treats God as a ‘causa sui’ (self-cause). Drawing on Heide-
gger's critique of onto-theology, Marion argues that metaphysics' reducti-
on of God to a category of being and its attempt to define God in terms of
human rational faculties ignores His transcendence. This epistemological
determination leads to a view that limits God. In this context, Marion's
philosophical project aims to overcome the metaphysical understanding
of God and rethink the divine as a transcendent phenomenon beyond
human reason.

As a way to overcome this understanding, Marion wants to bring pheno-
menology into play. In Marion's thought, phenomenology plays a critical
role in overcoming metaphysical limits. His concepts such as ‘saturated
phenomenon’ and ‘givenness’ are the cornerstones of his phenomenologi-
cal approach. While saturated phenomena express a form of experience
that transcends human comprehension, givenness provides a framework
that explains how these phenomena present themselves. Through these
concepts, Marion seeks to understand God's transcendent presence in hu-
man experience. In particular, it is at the centre of his thought that he
seeks to address God through an iconic gaze. The icon represents a form
of relationship in which God reveals himself to human beings, yet retains
his transcendence by transcending human understanding. This approach
aims to overcome both the traditional conception of God in metaphysics
and the limitations of modern theology.

Regarding the issue of God, which is also at the centre of modern theology
and thought, Marion starts from Descartes. Marion's criticism of Descar-
tes is directed at one of the cornerstones of the modern metaphysical



tradition. Descartes centred God as a rational principle and defined him
as the fundamental source of knowledge. Marion argues that Descartes'
conception of God as a “self-cause” reduces the divine to a metaphysical
system and undermines its transcendence. This criticism is an extension of
Marion's general criticism of Western metaphysics' understanding of God.
On the other hand, Aquinas' view of God as a transcendent being is seen
by Marion as a more consistent and appropriate approach to the nature
of God. Marion also pays special attention to Nietzsche, whom he sees as
the central figure in the destruction of the traditional Western thought's
understanding of God, and to his statement that ‘God is dead’. According
to Marion, this statement is an important point of departure for the recon-
sideration of many things in philosophy. Marion also discusses Heidegger,
another thinker who attaches importance to the phrase ‘God is dead’, and
argues that Heidegger's accusations against metaphysics are true. Howe-
ver, Heidegger exhibits a double idolatry about God. According to him,
this is an indication that Heidegger has not fully overcome the issue.

We can say that Marion's philosophy offers an innovative perspective in
both metaphysics and theology. His critique of metaphysics emphasises
that God should be thought beyond traditional conceptual frameworks.
On the theological plane, Marion argues that treating God as a pheno-
menon beyond human comprehension will preserve the transcendence
of the divine. However, Marion's emphasis on God's transcendence has
been criticised by some critics for detaching God from human experience.
However, Marion responds to these criticisms by defending the idea that
God reveals himself in human experience, but carries a transcendence
that can never be fully grasped.

In this study, Marion's criticisms of Western metaphysics, his phenome-
nological approach and his relationship with theology are discussed in
detail. Marion's attempt to rethink the place and transcendence of God in
human thought and his critique of metaphysics make important contribu-
tions to contemporary philosophy and theology. His approach not only
questions the limits of Western metaphysics, but also preserves the trans-
cendence of God and brings a new perspective to human experience.

Keywords: God without Being; Conceptual Idolatry; Phenomenon of Re-
velation; Death of God; Metaphysics



TESEKKUR

Bu metnin ortaya ¢ikmasinda, kiymetli hocam Prof. Dr. Kasim
Kiiciikalp’in emekleri oldukca fazladir. Gerek doktora siirecimdeki
danismanlig1 gerekse de sonrasindaki destek ve tutumlari beni her
zaman motive ederek inancimi diri tutmami sagladigi icin kendi-
sine tesekkiirden fazlasini borcluyum. Ayrica, akademik hayatima
baslamak konusunda beni cesaretlendirdigi ve bana giivendigi icin
degerli hocam Prof. Dr. Ferhat Agirman’a da minnettarligim son-
suzdur.

Doktora siirecimdeki destegi ve arkadaslig: icin sevgili dostum
Dr. Tugsat Giizeloglu'na; yine bu siirecte, dar zamanlar1 olmasina
ragmen, degerli okumalariyla metne destek olan kiymetli insanlar
Dr. Alihan Babuscu’ya ve Dr. Kadir Filiz’e tesekkiir etmek boynu-
mun borcudur. Emekleri benim icin oldukca kiymetlidir.

Doktora calismalarim sirasinda kaybettigim Babamin acisini
birlikte paylastigim kiymetli annem ve kardeslerime de zorlu za-
manlarimda, onlar farkinda olmasa da, destekleri i¢in; son olarak
hayatimin biiyiik bir boliimiinde benimle birlikte olan, beni yii-
reklendiren, yonlendiren ve bana her zaman giivenen insan Nilgiil
Unlii ’ye de miitesekkirim.



Gercekliklerden daha fazla put var diinyada.
(F. Nietzsche)

Ciink{i, putlar yaptiklar1 vakit, onlar1 tanr1 haline getiren, oymacilar degil,
onlara dua eden insanlardi.
(T. Hobbes)

Putlar1 maddi olarak diisiinme egilimindeyiz (Tanr1 olarak tapinilabilecek
imgeler ya da materyaller), ancak eidolon yani goriintii- imgeleri ve kav-
ramlar1 da ifade edebilir.

(Bruce E. Benson)

Putlar yalnizca tastan ve agactan yapilmaz. Sozciikler put haline getirile-
bilir, makineler put haline getirilebilir; 6nderler, devlet, iktidar ve siyasal
gruplar da ayni islevi yiiklenebilir. Bilim ve komsularin goriisii put haline
getirilebilir; bircoklar1 Tanr1’y1 da bir put haline getirmislerdir.

(E. Fromm)

En kotii puta tapicilik, aciklig1 ve rasyonaliteyi bahane ederek sevmek ve
tapmak zorunda oldugumuz Tanr1'y1 kili kirk yararak soyut kavramlardan
olusturdugumuz bir Varlik gibi gérmektir.

(E. Gilson)
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