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Yazar Hakkinda

Emir KUSCU, 08. 03. 1978 tarihinde polis memuru olarak babasinin bu-
lundugu Giimiishane’de dogdu. ilk ve ortaokulu Diizce’de, liseye Sam-
sun Karsiyaka Lisesinde okudu. Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi Ilahiyat
Fakiiltesi’nde lisansin1 2001°de; ayni {iniversitenin Sosyal Bilimler Ensti-
tiisli, Felsefe ve Din Bilimleri Boliimii, Dinler Tarihi Anabilim Dali’nda
2003’te, “Rudolf Bultmann'in Mitolojiden Arindirma Yontemi” adli te-
ziyle yiiksek lisansini; 2010 yilinda, “Dinleri Anlamada Fenomenolojik
Yontem Sorun: Wilfred Cantwel Smith Ornegi” calismasiyla da doktora-
s tamamladi. 2004-2010°da Milli Egitim Bakanligi'nda: Marmara
Ereglisi Silleyman Turguk Karaali Orta Okulu, Tokat Yesilyurt Ekinli ilk
Ogretim Okulu ve Tokat Niksar Yatili Ogretmen Lisesi'nde Din Kiiltiirii
ve Ahlak Bilgisi Ogretmenligi yapti. 2010 yilinda inénii Universitesi ila-
hiyat Fakiiltesi, Felsefe ve Din Bilimleri Boliimii, Dinler Tarihi Anabilim
Dalr'na Yrd. Dog. Dr. olarak atandi. Kuscu, Docentlik basvurusu yaptigi
sirada, 2014 yilinda, evinde gecirdigi elim bir kaza sonucu, ¢ok geng bir
yasta (35) hayatim kaybetti. ileri diizeyde ingilizce ve Arapca bilen
Kuscu ozellikle dinler tarihinin teorik yani iizerindeki calismalariyla da
ortaya koydugu {iizere iiretken bir akademisyen olan Kuscu’nun, alana
onemli katkilar1 bulunan yayinlanmuis telif/terciime makaleleri, kitap bo-
liimleri, telif/terclime kitaplar1 bulunmaktadir.

Eserlerinden bir kismi sunlardir:

Telif kitaplar1:

Dinler Tarihi’'nin Elestirel Baglami: Jeneoloji, Yapibozum ve Post-
Kolonyal Elestiri (Malatya: Mengiiceli Yayinlari, 2013).

Mitoloji ve Varolus: Rudolf Bultmann’in Mitolojiden Arindirma Yéntemi
(Ankara: Elis Yayinlari, 2006).

Din Fenomenolojisi: Wilfred Cantwell Smith Ornegi (Ankara: Sarkac Ya-
yinlari, 2011).

Ceviri-derleme:

Rudolf Bultmann, Tarih ve Eskatoloji (Ankara: Elis Yayinlari, 2006).
Werner Jeanpond, Teolojik Hermenétik (istanbul: iz Yaymnlari, 2010).x
Rudolf Bultmann: Mitoloji ve Hermenotik Sorunu (Cengiz Batuk’la bir-
likte derleme) (Ankara: Fecr Yayinlari, 2013).

Emir Kuscu'nun ¢aligmalarinin tam dokiimii i¢in kitapta yer alan “Yazarin
Eserleri” kismina bakilabilir.



About the Author

Emir KUSCU was born on 08.03.1978 in Giimiishane, where his father,
a police officer, worked. He attended primary and secondary school in
Diizce and high school in Samsun Karsiyaka High School. He obtained
his bachelor's degree from Ondokuz Mayis University, Theology Faculty
in 2001; his master's degree from the same university's Institute of Social
Sciences, Department of Philosophy and Religious Sciences, Department
of History of Religions in 2003 with his thesis titled 'The Method of
demythologizing of Rudolf Bultmann'; and his PhD degree in 2010 with
his thesis titled 'The Problem of Phenomenological Method in Unders-
tanding Religions: The Case of Wilfred Cantwell Smith' in 2010. 2004-
2010, he worked for the Ministry of National Education at Marmara
Ereglisi Siileyman Turguk Karaali Secondary School, Tokat Yesilyurt
Ekinli Primary School, and Tokat Niksar Boarding Teacher High School.
In 2010, he was appointed Assistant Prof. Dr. to inonii University
Theology Faculty, Department of Philosophy and Religious Sciences,
Department of History of Religions. Kuscu died at a very young age (35)
as a result of a tragic accident at his home in 2014 while he was
applying for Associate Professorship. Kuscu, fluent in English and
Arabic, is a prolific academic, especially as demonstrated by his work on
the theoretical aspects of the history of religions. He has published
articles, book chapters, translations, and books that have significantly
contributed to the field.

Some of his works are as follows (in Turkish):

Authored books:

The Critical Context of History of Religions: Genealogy, Deconstruction
and Post-Colonial Criticism (Malatya: Mengiiceli Publishing, 2013).
Mythology and Existence: Rudolf Bultmann's Method of Demythologiza-
tion (Ankara: Elis Publishing, 2006).

Phenomenology of Religion: The Case of Wilfred Cantwell Smith (Anka-
ra: Sarkac Publishing, 2011).

Translation-compilation:

Rudolf Bultmann, History and Eschatology (Ankara: Elis Publishing,
2006).

Werner Jeanpond, Theological Hermeneutics (Istanbul: iz Publishing,
2010).

Rudolf Bultmann: Mythology and the Problem of Hermeneutics (edited
with Cengiz Batuk) (Ankara: Fecr Publishing, 2013).
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Fuat AYDIN

1965’te Giimiishane Siran’da dogdu. ilk, orta ve lise egitimini istan-
bul’da tamamladi. 1987 yilinda Erzurum Atatiirk Universitesi ilahiyat
Fakiiltesi’nden mezun oldu. Dért yil Ankara’da ve iki yil istanbul’da 6g-
retmenlik yapti. 1993 yilinda Sakarya Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi’ne
Dinler Tarihi arastirma gorevlisi olarak girdi. 1994’te Marmara Universi-
tesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisiinde “Ali b. Rabben et-Taberi ve er-Redd
ale’n-Nasara” adli tezle yiiksek lisansim1 ve 2000 yilinda ayni enstitiide
“Pavlus ve Din Anlayisinin Yansimalar1” adli ¢alismasiyla doktorasim
tamamladi. 2006 yilinda docgent, 2011 yilinda profesor oldu. Halen aym
iiniversitede Ogretim iiyesi olarak gorev yapmaktadir. Evli ve iki cocuk
babasidir.

Asagida bir kismi zikredilen Eskiyeni Yayinlar tarafindan yayimlanmis
telif/terclime eserlerinin yani sira ¢ok sayida kitap ve makalesi var-
dir.Eserlerinden bir kismi sunlardir:

Kur’an’daki Hanif/ler ve Nasara Uzerine Arastirmalar, Ankara 2016.
William Brede Kristensen, Dinin Anlami-Dini Eylemlerin Fenomenolojik
Okunusu, Ankara 2017.

James L. Cox, Kutsali ifade Etmek Din Fenomenolojisine Giris, Ankara
2018.

Osmanli Donemi Yahudilik Elestirileri, Ankara 2020.

Hint Dini Diisiincesinde insanin Ozgiirliik Arayisi, Ankara 2013.

Pavlus Hristiyanligina Giris, Ankara 2011.

Fuat AYDIN

He was born in 1965 in Siran, Giimiishane. He completed his primary,
secondary and high school education in Istanbul. In 1987, he graduated
from Erzurum Atatiirk University Theology Faculty. He worked as a
teacher for four years in Ankara and two years in Istanbul. In 1993, he
entered Sakarya University Theology Faculty as a research assistant in
the Department of History of Religions. In 1994, he completed his
master's degree at Marmara University Institute of Social Sciences with
the thesis titled ‘Ali b. Rabben al-Tabari and er-Redd ale'n-Nasara’ and
in 2000, he completed his doctorate at the same institute with the study
titled ‘Paul and the Reflections of his Religious Understanding’. In 2006
he became an associate professor and in 2011 he became a professor. He



is currently working as a faculty member at the same university. He is
married and has two children.

He has numerous books and translations, some of which are mentioned
below and published by Eskiyeni Publishings. In addition, he has
written many books and articles.

Some of his works are as follows (in Turkish):

An Introduction to Pauline Christianity, Ankara 2011.

The Human's Quest for Freedom in Indian Religious Thought, Ankara
2013.

The Researches on Hanif/s and Nasara in the Qur'an, ed. and trs. by Fu-
at Aydin, Ankara 2016.

William Brede Kristensen, The Meaning of Religion - A Phenome-
nological Reading of Religious Acts, trs. by Fuat Aydin, Ankara 2017.
James L. Cox, Expressing the Sacred: An Introduction to the Pheno-
menology of Religion, trs. by Fuat Aydin, Ankara 2018.

The Refutations of Judaism in the Ottoman Period, Ankara 2020.

Muhammed Ali BAGIR

1978 Kayseri dogumludur. Sakarya Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dinler
Tarihi Anabilim Dali’'nda Ogretim iiyesidir. “Kutsal Kitap Elestirisi (Do-
gusu, Gelisimi ve Metotlar1)” adli teziyle yiiksek lisansini, “Saadia
Gaon’un Hayati, Eserleri ve Yahudi inan¢ Tarihine Etkisi” adli teziyle
doktorasin1 tamamladi. Yahudilik, kutsal metinleri, Kitdb-1 Mukaddes
Elestirisi ve cesitli Yahudi gruplar konularinda c¢alismalar yapan Mu-
hammed Ali Bagir, Arapca, ingilizce ve orta diizeyde ibranice bilmekte-
dir. Eserlerinden bir kismi sunlardir:

Yahudi Diisiiniir Saadia Gaon Hayati, Eserleri ve inanc Tarihindeki Yeri
(istanbul: Gozlem Gazetecilik Basin Yayin A.S., 2015).

Iran Yahudileri Tarihsel Bir Anlat:1 (istanbul: Kabalci Yayinlari, 2024).
“Modern Israil’de Karal Olmak: Misir Kokenli Karailerin Israil’deki So-
runlar1”, TYB Akademi Dil Edebiyat ve Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi israil Sa-
yisy, Say1 21, 2017, s. 105-128.

Reinhard Pummer, Sdmiriler Din Tarih Gelenek, ¢eviren Muhammed Ali
Bagir (Ankara: Eskiyeni Yayinlari, 2020).

Muhammed Ali BAGIR
He was born in 1978 in Kayseri. He is a faculty member at Sakarya
University, Theology Faculty, History of Religions Department. He



completed his master's degree with his thesis titled “Biblical Criticism
("Its Birth, Development and Methods“)” and his doctorate with his
thesis titled “The Life, Works and Impact of Saadia Gaon on the History
of Jewish Faith”. He studies Judaism, its sacred texts, biblical criticism
and various Jewish groups. He knows Arabic, English and Hebrew at an
intermediate level.

Some of his works are as follows (in Turkish):

A Jewish Thinker Saadia Gaon: His Life, Works and Place in the History
of Faith (istanbul: Gozlem Publishing, 2015).

Iranian Jews: A Historical Narrative (istanbul: Kabalci Publishing,
2024).

“Being a Karaite in Modern Israel: The Problems of Egyptian Karaites in
Israel”, TYB Academical Journal of Language, Literature and Social
Sciences, Israel Issue, Issue 21, 2017, pp. 105-128.

Reinhard Pummer, The Samaritans Religion, History, Tradition, trs. by
Muhammed Ali Bagir (Ankara: Eskiyeni Publishing, 2020).

Tevfik AKSOY

1981 Kayseri dogumludur. Hafizlik, ilk, orta ve lise egitimini Kayseri’de
tamamladi. 2004 yilinda Harran Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi'nden
mezun oldu. 2007°de Selcuk Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisiinde
“Mitoslarda Yaratilis Motifleri” adli tezle yiiksek lisansim1 tamamladi.
2007 yilinda basladig1 6gretmenlige halen uzman 6gretmen olarak de-
vam etmektedir.

Tevfik AKSOY

He was born in 1981 in Kayseri. Hafiz completed his primary, secondary
and high school education in Kayseri. In 2004, he graduated from Har-
ran University Faculty of Theology. In 2007, he completed his master's
degree at Selcuk University Institute of Social Sciences with a thesis
titled “Creation Motifs in Mythos”. In 2007, he started teaching and he
is still working as an expert teacher.



Kitap Hakkinda

Dinler Tarihinin Elestirel Baglami

Jeneoloji, Yapibozum ve Post-Kolonyal Elestiri
Genelde din ¢alismalari, 6zelde ise dinler tarihi, diinyanin iicte ikisinin
somiirge oldugu bir donemde ortaya cikan/insa edilen bilimsel disiplin-
lerdir. Bilgi sosyolojisinin ve bilgi arkeolojisinin bize soyledigi gibi her
bilgi dal1 gibi, dinler tarihi de i¢ine dogdugu ortamin ihtiyaclarini karsi-
lamak i¢in ortaya c¢iktigindan, din anlayisi, din tasnifleri, din tanimlari,
onlar1 ifade etmek i¢in kullanilan kavramlar, arastirmak i¢in secilen din-
ler ve konular hususunda s6z konusu ortamin etkisini tasimistir. Zaman-
la bu etkiden uzaklagmaya daha tarafsiz olmaya yonelik calismalar eksik
olmasa da dinler tarihinin kendisi problematize edilmemis/elestiri ko-
nusu olmamustir. 1964’lerden itibaren yavas yavas bu tiir calismalar or-
taya cikmaya baglasa da, 6zellikle de Faucoul’un soykiitiigii yonteminin
etkisini tasiyan Said’in Sarkiyatcilik kitabinin ortaya cikist ve onun yol
actig1 yeni arastirma alanlar1 (post-kolonyal, madun ve feminist ¢alisma-
lar1), post-modernizm ve yapi-bozumunun yol actig1 ortam bagka calis-
ma alanlarinin yam sira dinler tarihi calismalar1 da nesnellestirilmeye
baglandi. Elestirel olarak adlandirilan bu yaklagimlar, Tiirkiye dinler ta-
rihi akademyasinda ¢ok az kisinin, -bu kapsam ve derinlikte olmasa da-
kalem oynattig1 bir alandir. Elinizdeki bu ¢alisma, mezkir yaklagimlarin
dinler tarihine nasil uygulandigini gostererek elestirel din incelemesinin
sinirlarini gostermeyi hedefler. Daha dogrusu, jeneoloji/soykiitiigii, ya-
p1-bozum ve post-kolonyal elestirinin dinler tarihini, dinler tarihi calis-
malarim ortaya ciktig1 baglamla iliskilendirerek onun kullandig1 kav-
ramlari, yontemleri ve bu baglamda {iiretilmis olan dinler tarihi calisma-
larin1 nasil sorunsallastirdiklarini ortaya koydugu gibi, ayni zamanda
onlarin bazi seyleri anlamamizi miimkiin kilarken bazen de telafisi zor
sonuclara yol actiklarini gostermekte; boylece de s6z konusu yaklasimla-
rin bakis acilarinda ve elestirilerinde ne kadar sahici olduklarimi1 da or-
taya koymaya calismaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Soykiitiigii; Yapibozum; Post-kolonyal; Elestirel Te-
ori; Din Arastirmalari; Somiirgecilik; Din Tamimlari; Din Tasnifleri; Kar-
silastirma; Feminizm



About the Book

The Critical Context of The History of Religions
Genealogy, Deconstruction and Post-Colonial Criticism
Religious studies in general and the history of religions in particular are
scientific disciplines that constructed in a period when two-thirds of the
world was colonized. As the sociology of knowledge and the archae-
ology of knowledge tell us, since the history of religions, like every
other branch of knowledge, emerged to meet the needs of the envir-
onment in which it was born, the understanding of religion, the
classifications of religion, the definitions of religion, the concepts used
to express them, the religions and subjects chosen for research have
carried the influence of this environment. Although there has been no
lack of efforts to move away from this influence over time and to be more
objective, the history of religions itself has not been problematized/
criticized. Although such studies slowly began to emerge from the 1964s
onwards, especially with the emergence of Said's Orientalism, which was
influenced by Foucault's genealogical method, and the new fields of
research it led to (post-colonial, subaltern and feminist studies), as well as
the environment created by post-modernism and deconstruction, the
study of the history of religions, among other fields of study, began to be
objectified. These so-called critical approaches are an area in which very
few people in the academia of the history of religions in Turkey have put
pen to paper, albeit not in this scope and depth. This study aims to
demonstrate the limits of critical religious studies by showing how these
approaches are applied to the history of religions. More precisely, it shows
how genealogy, deconstruction and post-colonial criticism problematize
the history of religions, the concepts and methods used by the history of
religions by relating it to the context in which it emerged, as well as the
history of religions studies produced in this context, while at the same ti-
me showing that while they make it possible for us to understand some
things, they sometimes lead to irreparable consequences; thus, it also tries
to reveal how authentic these approaches are in their perspectives and

criticisms.

Keywords: Genealogy; Deconstruction; Post-colonial; Critical Theory;
Religious Studies; Colonialism; Definitions of Religion; Classifications of
Religions; Comparison; Feminism





